Major Transport Schemes Update, Feb 2022
Introduction

This paper is to provide an overview on the current status and forward plan for some of the key
transport infrastructure projects currently in progress for Gloucestershire. Due to the nature and
scale of some of the schemes, the timings may still change from those suggested below, but the
information provided is based on best estimates as of February 2022.

M5 J10

This project will see significant improvements to M5 Junction 10, turning it into an “all-ways”
junction, a new road linking Junction 10 to the West Cheltenham/Golden Valley development and
widening of the A4019 Tewkesbury Road.

The statutory public consultation runs from Wednesday 8 December 2021, until Tuesday 15
February 2022. Feedback will be used to help Gloucestershire County Council refine its final scheme
design, before developing its planning application for a Development Consent Order (DCO).

The expectation is that the DCO submission will be made towards the end of 2022 with a likely
duration of c20months and a decision in Q1/Q2 of 2024. If granted, work on site would start back to
back (as best as possible) with this decision and complete in late 2025.

The statutory public consultation follows on from a non-statutory options consultation on the
scheme which was held in autumn 2020. 84% of the options consultation respondents agreed there
is a clear need for the scheme. 37% of respondents favoured option 2, an all-movement junction in
the location of the existing Junction 10. This was subsequently announced by the council as the
preferred route on 16 June 2021. Since then, design changes have been made as a result of public
feedback and further technical work has been progressed.

The scheme consists of 5 elements in total, the new M5 junction itself, upgrades to the A4019 east
of Junction 10, a new link road to the West Cheltenham development, an improved capacity junction
at A38/A4019 Coombe Hill and a major upgrade to the Arle Court Park and Ride. Both the Coombe
Hill works and the Arle Court element of the programme are being accelerated in order to deliver
the benefits earlier than the main scheme. A planning application for highway enabling works at the
Arle Court site was approved in January 2022. The planning application for the main works (multi-
storey car park and associated infrastructure) will be submitted in February 2022. If approved
construction is likely to start Autumn 2022 for around 13 months, so ready to open late 2023.

Full details of each element of the scheme can be seen on the public access sites listed below

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/m5-junction-10-improvements-

scheme/

e Main Junction https://m5-junction-10-have-your-say.gloucestershire.gov.uk/#/portal-
content/M5-Junction-10
e Coombe Hill https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ch-junction/
e GV Link Road https://m5-junction-10-have-your-say.gloucestershire.gov.uk/#/portal-
content/Cheltenham-Link-Road
e Arle Court P&R https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/arle-court-

transport-hub/

Some extracts from the consultation pages are shown below.
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M5 J10 overview
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West Cheltenham Link Road Overview

West Cheltenham Link Road
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Arle Court Park and Ride Upgrade

‘Arle Court Transport Hub |

The initial proposals for the Arle Court Transport
Hub scheme, currently known as the Arle Court

s ievteme North
\Park and Ride, are shown in the map and text. e L
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- One new Multi-Storey Car Park in the eastern
side of the site

- Surface-level parking in the western side of the
site

- Short-term drop-off and pick-up area

(Acoess improvements for all vehicles

\

2: Active Travel

- Increase capacity and improve facilities for
bicycle and scooter parking

- Opportunity for bicycle and e-scooter hire
- Improve connections to the existing walking and
k<:y<:ling network

|

R

3: Buses and Coaches

- Increase in the number of local bus services
\ - Opportunity for long distance coach travel y.

Sustainability Passenger Facilities

|

Initial proposal sketch only

- Provide allocation of electric vehicle charging spaces, with the - Improve passenger journey experience by providing new facilities such as a

opportunity to increase capacity in the future in line with demand covered waiting area, toilets and an interactive information point

- Create a high-quality, landmark building - Opportunity for a new commerciallcommunity unit or cafe

- Opportunity for renewable electricity generation using solar cells - Opportunity for a parcel collection point or ‘Click & Collect’ services

- Natural landscape boundary to provide privacy and amenity - Proposals for parking and pick-up and drop-off facilities to be available 24/7
\

Contact Details

You can contact us by emailing ArleCourtTransportHub@atkinsglobal.com or by calling 01454 66 2063 GeC
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This long-awaited scheme is now being examined by the Planning Inspectorate following submission of
the DCO on 31st May 2021. The Examining Authority has set aside two weeks for open floor and issue-
specific hearings, the first of which took place from 24™ to 28" January 2022. The second week is
scheduled to commence from 28 February. These are in addition to several deadlines for the
submission of additional information from National Highways, the public and stakeholders.
Examination will close on 16" May 2022.

A417 “Missing Link”

Subject to consent being granted, construction work on the scheme is expected to start in Spring 2023
with the scheme fully open in 2026.

The full details of the examination are available here -
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/a417-missing-
link/?ipcsection=overview

More details of the scheme and latest updates are available from the following links

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/south-west/a417-missing-link/

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/south-west-news/a417-missing-link-will-the-new-road-be-
future-proof

Overview of the scheme
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A417 Proposed Ullenwood to Shab Hill Section

A417 Proposed Cotswold Way Crossing
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A417 Proposed Gloucestershire Way Crossing

W(CTIS (West Cheltenham Transport Improvement Scheme)

The West Cheltenham Transport Improvement Scheme consists of four phases running eastbound
from M5 J11 through to the Benhall roundabout along the A40 corridor. The scheme has been funded
with a total of £23.6m of Local Growth funds via GFirst LEP and will provide additional network
capacity to facilitate the initial phases of the Golden Valley/Cyber Central Development.

Phase 1 & 2 involve a dedicated slip road from the M5 to the Arle Court roundabout, an additional
lane on the roundabout, an upgraded underpass for cyclists and pedestrians and access improvements
to the Arle Court Park & Ride.

Phases 3 & 4 involve improvements at the Telstar Way junction, at the Benhall roundabout and also
includes £1.6m of dedicated funding for improvements to walking and cycling infrastructure, which
will deliver enhanced cycleways/footways between Arle Court Roundabout and Lansdown Rail Bridge
ultimately providing linkage to the Honeybourne line and Cheltenham Spa Station.

Work started on site in May 2020 with phases 1 & 2 now fully complete and phases 3 & 4 to be
complete by April 2022.

Full details of the scheme available here.

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/west-cheltenham-transport-
improvement-scheme/
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Arle Court Subway and new cycleway/footway facing northeast
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A40 Eastbound approach to Benhall Roundabout: Showing Shared Use Path, bus stop and signalised
crossing/junction.
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A40 / Telstar Way Junction
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A40 / Griffiths Avenue junction: Showing initial works for foot/cycleway widening

22/10/2021

M5 J9/A46

The M5 Junction 9 and A46 (Ashchurch) Transport Scheme is a proposal to upgrade the M5 Junction 9
near Tewkesbury and re-route the section of the A46 which currently passes through Ashchurch to the
east of the M5 (between M5 Junction 9 and Teddington Hands roundabout).

The A46 through Ashchurch currently suffers from longstanding challenges in relation to severance,
congestion and road safety, impacting local residents and businesses. By re-routing traffic away from
the existing A46 through Ashchurch on to the new road, the scheme will help deliver an improved
street environment through Ashchurch, with better air quality and improved safety and connectivity
(including supporting sustainable travel). This will help improve the quality of life for residents and
support local economic growth.

At a regional level, the A46 provides a strategic link between the south west and the midlands,
offering an important alternative to the A42/M42 for traffic travelling between the M1 and the M5.
However, the section of the A46 through Ashchurch is currently acting as a key constraint on the
route, with drivers experiencing significant delays.

Options are currently being considered for both dual and single carriageway options between the M5
near Tewkesbury and Teddington Hands roundabout and associated works to M5 Junction 9, thereby
removing significant volumes of traffic from the A46 through Ashchurch and enabling this existing
section to better cater for local traffic movements. A wide variety of route options running both to the
north and the south of the existing A46 are being considered and technically assessed for suitability.
Gloucestershire County Council, along with its partners National Highways and Homes England, are
currently funding the feasibility work and development of the Strategic Outline business Case on order
gain DfT/National Highways approval to take the scheme to the next stage.

This scheme is also key to bringing forward the Tewkesbury Garden Town proposals for a major new
housing and employment development at Ashchurch.
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Further details available here: -

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/m5-junction-9-and-a46-ashchurch-
transport-scheme/

Details on the Tewkesbury Garden Town: -

https://www.tewkesburygardentown.co.uk/home

Gloucester SW Bypass

The proposed scheme will widen the section of the A430 between Spinnaker Road and Hemmingsdale
Road to dual carriageway in both directions, will upgrade and optimise traffic signals to maximise
traffic flows and improve access to the side roads with dedicated right turn lanes to Hemmingsdale
Road and Sudmeadow Road.

The scheme will also upgrade the existing cycling and walking facilities to align with the latest
standards with separate cycleways and footways and priority crossings at junctions and the road
improvements will displace traffic from the City Centre streets that can then be prioritised for cycling
and walking. The scheme also includes the provision of new access to the Llanthony Secunda Priory
heritage site from St Anne way (completed in summer 2021).

All land/site acquisition for the scheme has now been completed and work on demolition of the old
Bikini Bathrooms site will start in Spring 2022 with highways work to start in Summer 2022 and likely
to take around 12 months to complete.

Further details can be found here: - https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-
list/gloucester-south-west-bypass-gswb-llanthony-road-widening/

Artists impression of A430 Gloucester southwest By-pass when complete
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B4063 Gloucester to Cheltenham Cycle Improvements Scheme

The core scheme will provide approx. 10km (6 miles) of high quality mostly fully segregated cycle way
between London Road (from the junction with Black Dog Way) Gloucester and the Arle Court
roundabout to the west of Cheltenham via Longlevens, Churchdown and Staverton.

The proposed route is split into two primary sections:

e Section 1 (Gloucester city to EImbridge Court roundabout)
e Section 2 - 4 (ElImbridge Court roundabout to Arle Court roundabout)

Work has now started on section 4, from the M5 overbridge at Staverton to Arle Court and will be
complete in summer 2022.

In 2021 GCC were awarded further funding from the DfT Levelling Up fund which will enable the core

scheme to be extended through Gloucester City centre to the docks (to pick up the canal path) and at

the Cheltenham end, extend the route from the town centre to Bishop’s Cleeve, creating a continuous
cycle route through the central Severn Vale.

Final design work is underway on the remaining sections and full details will be released when
available. Further information and updates are available here: -

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/b4063-gloucester-to-cheltenham-

cycle-improvements-scheme/

Rail Improvements

A revised Rail Strategy for Gloucestershire has now been adopted as part of the updated Local
Transport Plan. (2020 — 2041).

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/gloucestershires-local-transport-plan-2020-2041/rail-
strategy-for-gloucestershire/

MetroWest Phase 2 Gloucester Extension

This is due to start in May 2022 resulting in a half hourly rail service between Gloucester and Bristol
calling at Cam & Dursley and Yate.

One of the above services will be extended creating an hourly service to Worcester calling at
Ashchurch for Tewkesbury.

Network Rail Bristol to Birmingham Strategic Corridor Study

This was completed in June 2021 but remains unpublished at the time of writing although a summary
document has been finalised and is due to be released this month.

The study is a key piece of evidence for GCC as it recommends a number of service enhancements and
the infrastructure required to facilitate them. Gloucestershire will be one of the main beneficiaries of
these service improvements which will be key to delivering long term sustainable strategic economic
growth. No timescales or costings were given.
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SLC Rail were commissioned to carry out a short piece of work to establish which of the infrastructure
enhancements identified in the NR study would bring maximum benefits for the county taking account
of other committed schemes, timescales and likely costs. Three schemes were identified:

e Bay platform at Cheltenham station
e Bay platform at Gloucester station and upgrade of parcels line
e Horton Rd level crossing

Initial feasibility studies into the bay platforms are being progressed by NR/Western Gateway Sub
National Transport Body (WGSNTB).

WGSNTB were the main client for the NR Bristol to Birmingham study which took forward the outputs
and ambitions from the WG Rail Strategy

Gloucester Railway Station Improvements

The first phase of the station improvements, the new entrance and exit from Metz Way is now
complete and fully open.

Work on improvements to the Bruton way entrance/exit will start in March 2022 and will last for
approx. 6-8 weeks.

It is anticipated that work on the underpass to Great Western Road (to improve safety and
accessibility) and station forecourt will start May/June 2022 and complete late 2022/Early 2023 and
with aesthetic improvements to the main building itself hoped to complete in parallel, but subject to
the available budget.

Proposed new underpass access/forecourt
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Other rail projects currently under consideration/development but with no clear delivery timeline
include: -

Stonehouse Bristol road “Stroudwater Station” — a proposal to re-instate the Stonehouse Bristol Road
station to provide direct services to Bristol and Birmingham and beyond for Stroud, Stonehouse and
the Stroud Valleys.

Stonehouse Town Council/Stroud District Council made a successful bid to the DfT’s “Restoring Your
Railway” (RYR) fund for a full feasibility study for a new station at Stonehouse Bristol Rd/Stroudwater.
A GCC bid for initial feasibility study funding for a new station at Standish (before the line splits) was
unsuccessful. However, a requirement from the DfT is for the Stonehouse BR promoters to work with
GCC officers to look at Standish as part of a range of transport options for the next stage of the SOBC
process. SDC have invited expressions of interest for consultants to carry out this piece of work.

More details here: - https://stroudwaterstation.co.uk/

North Cotswolds Line — proposals to fully dual the line between Worcester and Oxford in order to
increase services to and from Hereford/Worcester to London (via Oxford). A revised (to reflect the
expected shifts in usage resulting from the Covid pandemic) strategic outline business (SOBC) case was
submitted to DfT in Feb 2021. (For Gloucestershire, Moreton-In-Marsh station is on this line). The DfT
have now agreed that the Taskforce can now progress to the preferred option stage ‘at risk’ although
input from officials and NR will continue to be provided.

Cheltenham Spa Station — proposals to develop the booking hall and passenger facilities at the station
in keeping with the volume of journeys made through the station. Early scoping work underway.

Neil Hopwood
GFirst LEP Projects and Infrastructure Manager
7" Feb 2022
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